
STATE COUNCIL OF CIVIL DEFENSE
MAIN CAPITOL BUILDING

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

February 11, 1952

INFORMATION CIRCULAR NO. 19

IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONFERENCE ON PROCUREMENT OF FEDERAL FUNDS FOR CIVIL DEFENSE

(To be held in the House" Caucus Room, First Floor, Ma in

Capitol Building, Harrisburg, Penna., 10:00 A.M. Tuesday,

February 19, 1952)

1.

' The State Council of Civil Defense recently announced that the

Federal Civil Defense Administration had made allocations of funds to the

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for communications systems, attack warning

systems, fire services and rescue services. It was also announced that a

portion of these allocations would be made available for use by county, city,

borough, town and township civil defense organizations on a dollar-for-dollar

matching basis (State Council of Civil Defense Information Circular No. 17

of January 8, 1952).

2. Copies of the Federal Civil Defense Administration’s regulations

governing use of the funds mentioned in Paragraph 1, above, have just been

received by the State Council of Civil Defense (Federal Civil Defense Admini-

stration Advisory Bulletin No. 38, Supplement No. 6).

3. To help county, city, borough, town and township organizations
obtain federal funds for local use, the State Council of Civil Defense has

arranged a special conference with representatives of the Federal Civil

Defense Administration. The purpose of this meeting is to provide County and

Local Civil Defense Directors and all other interested individuals with an

opportunity to obtain detailed information concerning the procedures to be

followed in making applications for federal matching funds. It will be largely
a "question and answer program" with the answers coming direct from "Official
Washington — The Horse’s Mouth".

4. Many communities and organizations are particularly interested
in obtaining federal funds for use in the installation of attack warning
systems (sirens, horns, whistles, etc.) and for development of their fire and
rescue services.

5. For the reason stated in Paragraph hf-, above, it is highly
important that each county of the Commonwealth be represented at the February

19, 1952 conference by the County Civil Defense Director, his Deputy or

Assistant, or some other official representative. Such action will provide
in each county one individual to whom representatives of local civil defense
organizations subsequently can look for information and advice concerning the
procurement of federal matching funds.

6. The State Council of Civil Defense has agreed to reimburse one
(l) official representative from each county for traveling expenses incurred
in attending the conference on the following flat-rate basis: Representatives
from points within a 75-mile radius of Harrisburg - $5.00 each; representatives
from greater distances - $10.00 each.

7. While the State Council of Civil Defense unfortunately is in
position to offer to pay travel expenses only for one representative from each
county, all civil defense and governmental officials desiring detailed informa -

tion concerning procedures to be followed in applying for federal funds for
civil defense are cordially invited to attend the February 19, 1952 conference.
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8. So that a minimum of conference time will be required for general

explanations and a maximum provided for answering questions aimed at clari-

fication of procedures, the following material prepared by the Federal Civil

Defense Administration is forwarded herewith for examination and study prior

to the meeting:

(a) Advisory Bulletin No. 38
(b) Advisory Bulletin No. 38, Supplement No. 4

(c) Advisory Bulletin No. 38, Supplement No. 6

(d) Organizational Equipment Request (Form 103)

(e) Outdoor Warning Device Systems

Please pay particular attention to Advisory Bulletin No. 38, Supplement No, 6,

especially those sections relating to applications for matching funds for
communications systems, attack warning systems, fire services and rescue

services (Forms 175, 176, 191 and 192).

9. The Federal Civil Defense Administration has set March 15, 1952

as the closing date for applications for federal matching funds for communi-
cations systems, attack warning systems, fire services and rescue services.
At the meeting of the Association of State and Territorial Civil Defense
Directors held in Washington on January 10 and 11, 1952, your State Director,
along with a number of directors from other states, requested a later filing
date for applications. In this connection, it was pointed out that since
Advisory Bulletin No. 38, Supplement No. 6 would not be available for distri-
bution until early February, local civil defense officials would have little
more than a month to work out budgetary problems and file their formal
applications. It was further pointed out that a month was not sufficient
time for the work involved. To this date, however, no extension of time for
filing applications has been granted.

10,

Approximately $850,000.00 in federal matching funds is now
available for use by county and local civil defense organizations within the
Commonwealth. The State Council of Civil Defense can be relied upon to do
everything in its power to help any and all Pennsylvania organizations procure
the matching funds they desire for local use. To this end, it is hoped that
every county of the Commonwealth will be represented at the February 19, 1952
conference.

Richard Gerstell
Director of ~&ivil Defense
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(Every effort will be made to clear up all business and adjourn by mid-
afternoon. )
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